Results
Between May 28, 2010 and December 28, 2010, 102 subjects meeting modified criteria for JDM were enrolled from 23 sites in the U.S. Diagnostic studies commonly used include electromyography (EMG), muscle biopsy, and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). Overall, MRI was more likely than EMG or muscle biopsy to show abnormalities. (Table 1 ) 48 of subjects had 2 or more studies performed and 54.2% of these subjects reported at least 1 negative study. In terms of medications, 100% of subjects have been exposed to corticosteroids during their course of treatment, and 97% of subjects have been exposed to methotrexate, suggesting that these medications are almost universally prescribed for JDM. Medication history in order of frequency of usage is shown in Table 2 .
Conclusion
MRI was the most common diagnostic modality used and was the most likely to show abnormalities consistent with JDM. The false negative rates for MRI, EMG, and muscle biopsy alone were higher than expected if ascertainment is correct. Corticosteroids and methotrexate appear to be 5 Rainbow Babies and Childrens Hospital, Cleveland, OH, USA Full list of author information is available at the end of the article 
